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IF you vyou enjoyed this issue and would like to get the next, there
are three ways 1=
1. Write a LOC on this issue and enclose TWD second class

stamps. (Dutside the UK, vou can skip the stamps)

2. By trade with me. NDT for fanzines, [ can’'t manage any more of
those, but for magazine SF [(not Analog), Model Aircratt, Military
Aircraft or old pulps. (See "'WANT LIST at end of Lettercol? Drop me
2 line and we 1l dicker

3. By cash sub. BSorry, but postal raises and the now increased
printing costs mean you pay £2.00 for four issues UK, or $1.00 an
issue USA tand pro rata), in dallar bills please, NDT cheques.

A cross at the top of this page indicates that sadly, this will be
your last issus unless you I something. & question mark means "Are
you interested? if ao, lat me know. Remember, the name of the game
1s RESFONSE After this issue, [°11 be pruning quite a few

‘sleepers” +from the mailing list -— hopefully, YOU won't be amang
them, but there’'s no fun mailing ERG into a vacuum.

mzocxiiiRilinsnes
MINI —ERGITORIAL
This issue sees the start of what may

{or may not) be an irregular column on various SF artists. A lot
depends on how the reproductions come out = but as explained in the
text, this is an experiment involving my taking photographs of the

artwork and having photocopies made of these for the printer’'s
paste-up copy. And to forestall those who say why not straight
photoceopy, I don't intend to pull my mags apart to get ‘em to lay flat
in the machine. 1°l]l be interested to hear comments on tha result.

Other news =~ 300 words of Carry On Jasves (my adventures with a
rubber-powsred model and a Walls’ Ilece Cream cart) have been accepted
by ‘AEROMODDELLER’

Any of you interested in buying SF paperbacks or hardcovers,
send me a S.A.E, and I'1l 1lst wou have lists —— say which you'd likes-—
Faperbacks, Hardcovers, Magazines, Asrospace, Cigarette Cards and [°11
mail you printouts.

As mentioned elsewhere, I'm alwo in nead of certain magazines to
complete my collection and enable me to finish off some indexes. So
if you have any to sell or trade, let me know. Speaking of indexes, I
now have them for Quite a few magazines, so if you have & guery, 1
Jjust may be able to help.

Special thanks go to Alan White, Andy Anruschak and Boris
Zavgarodny, all of whom have sent some lovely goodies by way of stamps
and/or aeronautical magazines etc in the last few months. Greatly
appreciated folks and read from cowver to cover -—- especially the
latest news of the new B~2 Flying Wing bomber.

Meanwhile, all the best until pext issue (and my &7th.
birthday}.

All the best,
Terry

ERGITORIAL

M NIEBBLE AT THE NOUOCLEUS

To the Greeks. atoms were the ultimate., indivisible
particles of matter. and thev remained so wuntil Rutherford started
splittino them in the 30s. Since then, atam splitting. fission and
accelerater research have further subdivided those oriainal ‘billiard
balls’' 1nto a bewilderina array ot particles, stranae forces and
unusual oroperties. Listing them all hera (if I knew “em] is beyvond
toth the scope of this article and mv wit to comorehend them, so 1711
be content with just a nibble at the nucleus,

Tha simplest atom of all 1$ the Hydrooen atom (svmhal H) 1t
consists of one negatively charqged electron orbiting a positive proton
some 1834 times more massive., Their charges being egual and opposite,
the resultant Hydrogen atom is electrically neutral Neither of these
particles are ‘billiard balls' by the way, but it's masier to think of
‘em that wavy.

fpart Ffrom when underaqoing structural changes (in tombs,
accelerstors etc) all atoms have egual numbers of electrons and
protans, thus making them all neutral in charge., The number of
electrans (ar of protans) is the Atomic Number Z .. this is NOT the
Atomic Weight by the wavy. In standard notation, this is written as a
subscript to the chemical symbol. Thus .C wWould shaw that a carbon
atom has & electrans tand of course. & oratons}.

As atoms owt more complicated, they have more and mars
electrons and protons. ln addition. the central nucleus usually halds
further particles, one ar mare of the electrically neutral ‘neutrons’.

Atoms of the same substance mav have different numbers of these.
Thus Carbon atoms mav have &, 7 or 8 neutreons in their nucleus. These
different varieties of Carbon are called isatopes.

The sum of the number of orotons and neutrane in the nucleus
gives the Mass Number A. and this is writien as & subsript.

Thus the three isctopes of Carbon mav be written asi:-
e 5 e

& i The & shows the Carban atom has &

protaons in the nucleus, If it ailso
has & neutrons, then &+& give the Mass Number of i12., for the isctooe
with 7 neutrons, &+7 give the 12 and finally for 8 neutrons. &+8 male
a Mass No, of 14,

Hydrogen alsp comes in three isotopes .. the commonest has 1

praton in its nucleus, (a faorm sometimes called Praotium,? The next
isotope, Deuterium has 1 proton and 1 neutron in the nucleus, and the
third isctope, Tritium, has | Droton and 2 neutrans. Thus, the

respective Masa MNumbers are 1, 2 and 3

1 thaught up a couple of mnemonics to help me remember M ang
I, maybe they'll heip you

- Protoniat ‘The number of Protons in the nucleus gives Z,the Atomic
Number. ’
FaNaMA ‘Protaons + Meutrons give Mass Number A°



Now let‘s look at the second atom on the list. the Helium
atom., He. This has two protons and two neutrons in its nucleus... &o

it is written as ﬂk

And this is where fusion comes in. If vou could take a
Deuterium nucleus H and a Tritium nucleus H than force them
toaether, {Tha boocks sav vou need a temperature of 107 d?urees C..
what price test tube fission?) theywill fuse to form a Hellium Nucleus

He plus a neutron and axcess ENErQYy.
The equation goes,.... 3H + M = ‘de + neutron + energv.

Do that, and lo! you have fusion with more energy coming out
than you put in. MNo. it isn’'t perpetual motion of course, the process
‘burns’' Deuterium and Tritium) as fuwls, but estimates indicate the
ocaans contain enough to last us for 10*® years. Even better is the
fact that there is little in the wav of radicactive waste to be
discarded - that flvaway neutron being captured in a surrounding
lithium blanket and used to enrich the latter - so only the eneray
comes out.

Uo to now. the only way to initiate (and sustain) the
reaction at such high tempsratures has besn to use a plasma - an
ionised gas contained in a ‘magnetic bottle’. Doing this, huge
devices such as tokamaks and stellerators have managed to cresp ever
nearsr the payoff peint where the reaction 1s sustained and power
extracted. Recent reports of ‘fumion in a test tube' sound lovely.
but also one suspects, indicats some raaction othar than true nuclear
fusion. Only ties will tell.

Two critical points arise herw. 1. To initiate the fumion
reaction, a very high initial powsr input is required. 2. If we stop
resmarch now., and our fossil fuela runa out, we may never have ancther
powar mource capable of giving that start-up kick. Moral, don’'t
confuse fusion power with fission and throw awav the power of the

future.

ERGE Tares C=40 cassettes
Containing readings, plays, verse etc from ERG - plus music, sound
effects, linking materlal and unpublished items. Thrill to an
extract from Orson Wells ‘War Of The Worlds , wince at the Orson
Cart Theatre of The Air, shudder at the adventures of Nartaz.
Herewith brief outlines:-

ERGTAPE.1 NARTAZ RIDES AGAIN, SON DF NARTAI, WACKERJOBRY, ‘Streak’
Moron's “JOURNEY INTOQ VOID', Verse, BATULA, etc.

ERGTAPE.2 ERGBOD TOURS in-flight entertainment brings vyou, LAST
STABE REFLECTORSMAN, ERG COMES HOME, HORDSCOPES, KORNAN THE BOLD,
DEATH IN THE DPHAND MANOR, JOURNEY OF THE WVACUUM BEETLE, WVerse ,
etc.

ERBTAPE.3 MNARTAZ OF THE BABDONS, UNUSUAL BOOKS, RETURN OF NaARTAZ,
FANORAMA, REFLECTIONS OF A MIRRORMAN, ALBERT AND THE MONSTER,
SWORDS ACROSS THE PECOS, NEWS, etc.

£2.00 ea. including pkp. (USA %4 _00)
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Homeward
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Eventuallv., [ was cleared for axport —- [ still have the flight
document RAF.2747. dated 13th ODct.1945% antitling R.A.F., Cpl.
8.T.Jeeves. W/MECH. passage from the Cocos Islands to Ceylon.

My gear comprising two kitbags, a tin trunk and sundry stde
gacks was stowed away 1n & Lib’'s bomb—bay and off we went. All want
wall wuntil IJust after we had crossed the Equator — for ay 4th time.
Then we ran into a ferocitous tropical storm which threw the Lib around
like a pingpong ball. 1 still recall actually +loating in ‘zero-0°' as
we dascended vertically in a powerful downdraft. The pilot gave up on
reaching Ceylon and headed back for the Cocos -- thus taking se across
the Equator a Sth tise!

Our troubles ware not vat over though. The pilot had only
recantly converted to Liberators from Catalina flying boats. Coming n
on finals over all that water, ha revertad to type and bagan to settle
the big bamber tail first. Not only that, but with one wing low. WKe
hit with the port wheel, bounced once and touched down on the
starboard one, another bound and the nosewheel took a bashing., 1n a
gradual series of decreasing bounds, we sade our way Oown the runway
pursued by crash wagons and other nosey types. Happily, they weren’'t
nesded as we finally case to a halt at the end of the strip.

Sevaral days later (and with a different pliot), we made a
succesaful flight to Ceylon and in the process notchad up ay Ath.
Equatorial crossing .. and NOT OME of thes comsseamorated by King
Neptune .. apparently he hasn’'t acquired an Air Branch even yet.

Once in Caylon, ! was shipped to Colambo for a +few days
wandering round the town and bazaars unti)l a troop ship arrived.
Evantually one did and the usual 'Hurry up and wait' routine began.
I was dragged out of bed at soms unearthly pre-dawn hour, carted down
to the dockside and dumped with several hundred othar hoseward bound
airmen. There we sat on our kit bags hour after hour admiring the
viaw of a troop ship drifting at anchor half a mile out at ssa. Every
so often another of the ferry boats would collect a couple of dozen
bods and the rest of us would then pick up all our gear and shutfla
another ten vards along the jetty.

Eventually my turn came. One kitbag under ey arm, the other
threatening to amputate my right esar, [ struggled into the ferry.
Once at the troopship, it was a case of “Get a move on there* as we
all staggered up a wobbling ladder and onto the Athlons Camtlme,

The journey home only took a month as compared with the two
months needed to get out to lndia. Partly bhecause we no longer had to
make huge detours inte the Atlantic to avoid U boats, and mainly
because we went back via the Suwz Canal. We anchored at Port Said
before entering the canal, and this is where al]l the bua boats

gathered round. Some bore young lads velling ‘Dive for Glasgow



—anner’ =— which worked out that 1§ vou threw a silver coin
pwerboard. thev wWould dive after 1t and retrieve the thino before it
vanished 10 the muo. Their mastery of English swear wWords was even
mo-& 1mpresslive when they found that manv of the ‘Glasgow tanners
ware S1MPly COppEr COlns wrapped 10 Silver paper.

The npatives alsc wvied to
sell wus local products -
fruit. trinkets. leather goods
were all ferried upwards by
baskets —— after the monmey had
tirst besn ferried down. This
capitalistic enterprise didn't
sit ®agily with the cres of
the Athlone Castla., s0 when
they decided enough businsss
had been done.they turned
hosepipes on the thronging
boats until they dispersed.

Clezarance cams far us to
pass through the Suez, which
proved another mamcrable
evant. The Athlone Castle
almost filled the canal ,
leavinag onlv a dozen fmet or
s0 on either side. To prevent
bank—mroding waves. speed was
greatly reduced as for hour
after hour we plodded slowly
along betwesn two flat,
sndl azss desarts.

Once into the Med, speed
increased, and as we clearwed
Gibraltar and bwegan %to hesad
Noarth, temperatures started to
fall.

Sradually. all the khaki-clad figures were transmogrified into an
almost-foropotten Air Force Blue == often with tasteful patches of
green mould to show the wearer hadn't thought to air out his uniform
dwring the monscon ssasons. Then England came in sight and we
dockwd at Southampton, We all lined the rails to look at this strangs
land we hadn 't seen for nearly four vears. I was surprised to ses a
gigantic funpneled warehouse rising out of the water further down the
river == until I realised it was actually the Quesn Mary in camouflage
paint.

Hurry up and wait time again, but at last we shuffled down the
gangplank and i1nto waiting trains. Much to my snnovance, we never
mvan maw customs. Annoyance? Well, 1 had turned down the pffer of a
contraband aircratt clock in case 1 got snagged. Moresover, hidden
inside my king-szed tube of toothpaste were a couple of high-frequency
acorn diodes. 1 could have saved all the messy business Df shoving
‘'wm in there.

Next stop was a transit camp ‘spomewhere in the South of
England’. We drew leave passes, monay, and ration books as well as a
card guaranteeing us a monhth’'s chocolate ration when presented at any

NésAFl ——- Naturally, when 1 got home, it turned out thers wasn't ane
in Sheffield. Then 1t was down to the local station bearing all our
kit. In my case, this comprised the two kit-bags, a large tin trunk,

a couple bof side packs and a respirator. 1 atill recall clambering
over piles ot bags, cases etc. to get inta the Advance luggage office
and consign my trunk to the mercies of the London, Midland and
Bcottish Railway. 1t cost me three bob (15p) to have 'em do the job,
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That was at four pm ... and that trunk
was delivered in Sheffield at llam neaxt
morning!

The journay homa invalved a
number af train changes. and at one of
these a couple of us decided to nNip in
the buffet for a beer. I caught the
bartender s eve and confidentlv ordered

"Two beers". Imaaine mv
morti1+i1cat10n when he asked. "What
kind 4 beers sif7Y, Fo= ¢ our
vears. the only choige when
orderina beer had been the "Take 1t
or leave 1t" ot the three cans a
month ration in the canteen.
Memory told me there was saomethinao
known as ‘bitter’'. so 1l settled for
that.

=) 1-30am. the train
deposited m& on Sheffiald station.
I tugged mv kit bags outside and
joinad a short gusue of people waiting for taxis. Evantually mv
turn came., & taxi arrived., then just as | reached for the door., up
bustled a fat little man towing a rather smbarrassed airman behind
him ... "Make wav, let me in, mvy bov has just come back fram
overseas." With the skill ot long practice, ] beat him inta the
tax: and said sweetly. “Where do vou think I 've bwen, for a weekend
at Hlackpaool?“

Then it was home to a tearful welcoms. a square meal., and a
comfy bed i1n mv old room, sti1ll bedecked with model aeroplanas and
stacks of
magazines, It wamn’'t wuntil later that [ discovered my files of
Scoops, Modern Wonder, Boy's Cinema and the like had gone to keep
the home fires burning.

Next morning, I started the obligatory round of visiting all

the relatives. This inwvariably followed the formala, "dh dan'‘t
vou loaok brown® ‘e "How long are you home for?" .. "When do vou
go back?* .. “Come and see us again oefare you go“. All good

bracing stuff, guaranteed to make ane ga jump 1n the nearest static
water tank.

It s funny how a month's leave looks endlesas fram the front
end, but shrinks accarding to Einstein's theories as you movae
thraough 1t. In next g no time, [ received my pasting to my new
RAF home. A word about this. Before leaving the repatriatian
transit camp, [ had been asked which RAF station [ would ligke as a
"home posting’. The 1dea was that tour-expired airmen should be
based near the:r homes to compensate for the vears spent abrgad. i
put down Finningley, an aerodrame aonly 18 miles from home. Whoever
made up my posting order must have failed his A level Geography, as
I mas posted to 274 M.U. at RAF Lichfield, some seventy miles away.



Moreover the jJourney required a chanoe at Derby, and a twelve-mile
hitch, cvcle or walk from Burton to Lichfield.
Mitchina from Lichfield to Burton in the davtime was usually
wasv. Hitching back again after dark was next to impalsaple. 1
managd 1t ONCE. in the depths of winter. a lorry driver picked up
three of us and allowed us to lav ON TOP of his tarululin-cn?.rnd lpad
as he forqed throunh a snowstorm, You tend to remember thinas like
that. Sometimes. we would cvele the twelve miles back to camp - a
tedicus task in full uniform and oreatcoat. It was even more tadious
at 1lpm at night. especially as the standard four and a hal+ volt
battery wouldn't power a cvcle lamp for such & Jlong rido._ So more
oéten than not =-- we walked it 1n a thres-hour stint. Home

posting. .b1g deal!

Lichfield was naturallv, miles from the aerodrome. SO _.vlninq
trios there were a no-no, Eoually naturally, there was no niche for
another Wireless Mechanic at 274 M.L. Only six wemks later., my Home
posting’ vanished down the plug hole when 1 was moved to RAF
Swannington somewhmre up in the wilds of Norfolk. Getting home from

here oroved sven more difficult. First a cvecle ride to the local
station two miles away. (When vou came back, both tyres would be
$lat., so vyou had to pump ‘em up .. assuming vyour pump hadn't besn
pinched}. Next a hurtling ten miles an hour sxpress to Norwich, From
Norwich, a train left for Peterborough (where it ALWAYS missed the
connection to Retford). Then another slow train from Retford to
Doncaster where ~e had to wait an hour for a train to Sheffield. This
wWas usually spent outsides the station in a vain attempt to hiteh the
iB miles to Sheffisld, something we NEVER managed. Then it was back
imte the station for an HOUR on a stop-at-each-station ride the 18
miles to Sheffield. Finally, a ten minute walk to the bus-stop, a bus
ride and 1 was home.

[f vou left Swanninpton at 8am you could make it home by Bpm_ and
that was the GOOD way. Going back, 1 caught the &-30pm tra;n on
Sunday night, got into Peterborough around nine, ate my &Qg sandu;;hls
in the Saracen's Head, and then caught the 11-20pm train for & guided
tour of all the 1lost villages pf Nerfolk, finmally crawling into
Norwich at d4am. A slesp on the platform until Sam, then the +First
train back to Swannmington, a pump up of tyres and into camp for a
hasty breakfast before starting ‘work’', Despite all the hassle, in
the six months on the station, ! only missed one weekend at home -
when | was lumbered with being Orderly Corporal.

-p~- To be continued -o=
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«[NCE CLARY. J& BENDOVEF whY,
MELLINE, KENT Dals JEN

“A resoectful tio of the Beanig
te the 3J0th. anmiversarv, Can
vou Now remember what started of+
ERG? I know it was an Dmpazine
«« wWas it just oroduced to qive
yau a voice there?" BE Hell.
haying foined OMPA. 1 had to
oroduce a fanzine, so 1 thought
up a short name that could be
lettered onto stencil vusing a
ruler and this led to develaping
a complfete ERG alohabet.

Imagire hom pleased 1 am 1 didn't call it something like
Stuperyino Tales QOf Science Fiction'¢8 "Yes. the War kept on
after VE cav and as vou say. it's not really aporeciated. | notice
vou den’t mention that classic number. the number far demab, First
out was Group,1. then 2 stc. based an length of service and how much

vou were still wanted by the RAF." B> Mine wmas 38. as will
eventually emerge iIn C0J. and ] got out in June, 46 €@ "The
Waird & Wonderful. fascinating and well-ressarched. I notice vou

give qualified approval ta Concorde bv digging at the ‘American
anti-Cancorde lobbvists'., Don't vou think that the mere fact that
the USA hasn’'t develooed one of its own shows what a ghastly white
eleohant it is?" <@ NO WAY. Henrv Ford’s Model T would have
teen a ghastlv white elephant if a pawmrful lobby had kest his
production to half a dozen. Even the ubiquitous 747 Jumbo would
have been a financial dead laoss had it been boycotted even befare
it flew! EVERY new aircraft must sell a break-wven number hefore
orofit follaws., In the case of Concorde, the US lobbvists scared
all the would-be buysrs into canceiling their orders .. so Concarde
never got a chance to recover its development costs. The americans
didn’'t praduce one because that very lobby scared off their builders
too. Concorde is magnificent and those which escaped the axe ARE
makina profits for BAC and Alr France, &

TEN LAKE, 115 MARNRQUSE AVE, LOKDON E1? BAr
"l still cannot acceot that comouters make life EASIER for anvone
1n the opresent state of 'the art’, and adduce a canstant flow of
complaints. in evervthing from private correspondence to the pages
of the rational oress, about the manifest and manifold
=ccentricities and wunreliabilities of these gqimcrack machines.*
8> Nobody clares thevy are perfect or intallible. but they DO make
wmork easier., more flexible, pleasant, faster and. despite errors.
Rore accurate overall. Heck, even a ball-pen packs up sometimes<d
"We went aver from clay and papyrus to paper for greater efficiency
and lower cost: we sSwapped scribes far typewriters far greater
efficiency and speed and accuracy and personal cantrol. With the
changeover %to computers, We are sacrificing our eyesight (and that
IS important, and I'm amazed you won't discuss it), efficiency,
reliabilitv, aesthetics and simplicitvy - in exchange far, to name
the gnly advantages 1 can see, the ability to edit more easily, to
chop and change bits af text {(the sign of a writer without any idea
of where he‘s going in the first place), and to print out at speed
and store electronically without carbon copies (although the moment
vau want to refer back, you have to print out again anyway}.” B>
Ho you don't. you simply call it up on the screen. As for syesight,



/0

have vou any proof It is any morse for eves than normal TV, or
any other close mark? For that matter, I have read THOUSANDS of
books., worked closely on drawings, electronic circuitry and so oh.
and at &7, I stili don't wear olasses, ] fancy evesiaght 15 apre @2
matter of hereditarv luck than of usase. Comouter efficiency? Onlv
vesterday. Wal and 1 went down to our sollcitors to sian nem =1lls.
One small paragraoh needed chanvira. Jpn the old davys. that would

have Bmeant qoing back aasain several Jdavs

laboriously typed out umotean pages of wiil.

called uo & Tile copvy on screen, amended

later after a tvpist had
Instead, she simplv
it. called two printouts

and presented us with asended wills .. in ten arnutes. As Yor clay
and Dapv¥rus .. mMmould vou prefer em to a steam typewriter., or Qolha
around in a horse-dramn cart Instead of a Taster and more
comfortable vehicle? Whare »y comeuter REALLY scores Over & tyeer
15 in the rilira and sorting ! do for all avy macarines. bonks etc.

I¥ I acautre a new item, [ simply insart
withaut having to retype evervthing. @

1t 2rto 1ts proper spale

ETHEL LINDSAY. &% BARRIE RD., CARNOUSTIE. ANGUS. DD7 7QR "I am
sarry wour tale of life with the RAF is comina to a closs., I reallv
enjoyed it. Re. mlectronic tags..once in my hospital a vouna lad
about seven vears old decided to 90 home - and walked there clad
only in his pajamas. Quite & walk too, it nearlv nave all the staff
a heart attacks,"™ @©> [ knowm of tmo other similar cases, but i1t’'s

NG use talkina to the ‘do-gonders’ who howl about 1pvasions ofF

orivacy.,
or killed by traffic. <@ "I have to admit

They'd prefer people to have the right to Treere, be lost

I thoucht the bLest

thing in the issue. the BGlumps. Where did vou pick up the Glascow

accent? Made me ]launh out loud.

FHIL WILTSHIRE, 2 CHILTERN VIEW RD.. UXBRIDGE. ™MIDDX UBE 2PA
"Apbout tags, we used to have an old ladvy down our road who would

wandar off and couldn’'t find her wav home.
pepole spent hours wandering the streets
Mad had a homino device on her, life would
evervone,

l.iked The Glumps . hope thev will become
@=>!¥ amore people want ‘em  and space
permits. they wmjill. «# "So lona Salbani,
vYes | have often noted that the media sesms
to think the war ended with Euroce. Also [
saw the proaramme about the women and men
in the A.T.A. who ferried the clanes from
the manufacturers, in all weatherz: = and
that ant me. thevy didn’'t arm them. &>
Two reasons Tor that, one 15 that virtually
the only enemy alircrart over the UK wWere
bombers —~ and they avoided contact wmith our
machines, Secondly, wmost ferry fliahts
only had skeleton crews, so there were no
trained agunners aboard the bombers ——as for
fighters, the A.T.& didn't want un-combat
trarned oilots trving to down enswy bombers
and instead, gettino shot udp thewnselves
i

so her daughter and other

lookino for her. I+ she
have been easier {or

a reqular feature.

STOF FRESS bBia air Disclav due in
Scarborough in July —— anv of vou coming??

rf
ROG PILE. 34 HARRISON GDNS. BROAD LANE. ILLOGAN, REDRUTH.

CORMWALL TR15 3DG * 1 did wonder at first about the cover
drawinag (ERG 10S) which shows a rocket apparently defyina aravitv,
havering unsupported abave an alien landscape. ] now realise that
it had just shut off its thrusters, prior to settling on a low
gravity asteraid. 8~ Quite true €@ 1 couldn’t help
svmpathisinag with vour lot when 1 studied the Recent Reading List.
All these half-baked fantasyseries' You must wonder scmetimes if
even the free review copies make it worth while plodding throuah so
much drek., @>» ! can 't read 'sw, so [ simply guote the rackets and
leave st to ERG readers to make up their own minds, «@ 1 stall
reaard FRecent Readino as indisoensable to ERG. How about
introducing vour own personal ‘Too 10° from a three-month input of
books? BF Joo subjectave I'm afraid. R.R. is ¢to tell people wmhat
iIs available, not to trv and identify best  or worsgt’, I can't
aorde 545, but sows readers can’ 't get enouah of I1t. <o

PETER SAITH. 1a TRESTA waLE, e IN3, SUSPEY, €21 VIF

“Your comments on cover art cut many wave = | have heard of covers
depicting spaceships on 5F works singularly lacking in spaceships,
There is a giant crustacean chasing a girl in a swiaming costume on
a hardback edition of 'The Worlds O+ Magnus Ridelph'. 1 have - which
story that is meant +to be doesn't seem to havetroubled artist or
publisher. No doubt the fad for faces will gQet replaced by a craze
for coffee cups or a mania for marmalade jars. Jt's all deeply
svmbolic, <8 0Of a lack of imagination perhaps? +§ “Midtakes
add character = while 1 try to avoid mistakes in my fanzines, !
don "t regard fresdoa from srrors as being all important. I donm't
aim to produce perfect fanzines. Spending the time to roat out
every last error would diminish sy enjoysent of groducing a zine.
B> An erros can be Yun. COur local rag has been pubdblishing letters
against dogs fouling paveaswts - one ran, "Every doo owmner should
carry a small shovel and deposit his dogs Jleavings in suyjtadbly
olaced respectables.” Such as the lLord Mavor, perhaos? <@

FE*E FRESFIRL. Fowe Dottaae. 3 Traa Lies, Bckior, Clwvd,
‘0o we change, or is it the style of SF that is grinted nowadavs?
A few weekends aga, we spant & very nice time with Rita and Steve

Snewvd. it would sesm that Steve doesn’'t read such up-to-date SF
either. Yesterday, Frank Denton's ROGUE RAVEN arrived and we +ind
the same thens, All the older fans sesm to be drifting in some
kinda SF limbo. 1 veary rarely buy SF books havina Just
re-discovered all mv hardbacks from Mam's roof. Simak, Tubb, Bulmer
etc. All their earlier wark now keeps me hapoy for my bedtime
read.” @+ [ think that Tirst, me chanaed aloma with SF as it

sored oOn Yrom the action adventure pulp stvle., HWe got left behind
when 1t kept wmoving, abolished plots and encospassed " JIdeas .,
‘experimental wraiting’, theses, Causes and messages. Plus or
course, the olde-wmorjde fantasy multioloov. I} seldom buvy BF
either, I spend @y ®oney ah non Tiction works which prave pore
stimulating. <@

Hawving said that, [ need the following magatines for my collection:-
Buv or Trade -- CAN YOU HELF® '&z?

-
COSHOS SF & FANTASY MAG Nos.2, 3 & 4 1953/54 Doc Savage pb Na.43
ORIGINAL SCIENCE FICTION (UK) No.l2 GALAXY NOVELS No.29
SATELLITE SF (USA) APR.57 DEC.58 FEB,MAR,APR.MAY.S59
S.F.DIGEST MAY.S54 SPACEWAY JUM.70 VENTURE Vol.3 No.l (Mav??) 1949
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THE WEIRD
e
WONDERFLIL . 7

SNKNA
Coviorrine
anvone looking for sommsthino
really outlandish in the +flvinag
line should take a look at the
French, S.N.E.C.M.A, ‘Coléocptere.
This rather resembled a buoe
water tank perched upright, with
a pilot’'s nacelle at one eand,
and f our stubbv fins and
whael-carrving stalks at the
other., It was moved around on a
soecially constructed vehicle ..,
b L. and actually made several test
L 0 L:—( $lights, though details seem

buried in official archives.

14 that one sesms incredible. the Caproni CA.&0 built an
1921 must sesm even more SO. Havina the unoffical names of
‘Noviplano® and ‘Caprissimo’. it was the world's first aircratt
desioned to carry 100 passengers' To achieve this, it boasted NINE
wings, mounted in three sets of three — A TRIPLE TRIPLANE. no less.
Powar came from esight engines, three front tractors. followed by a
pusher, then another tractor, and finally, three pushers.

Wal kwavs for in=flight
maintenance connected tha
outer enaines. This
monstrosity had a span of 98
femt, and a lenqgth of 77
feut. Taxi trialw on Lake
Maggiore saw the thing
actually risa a few fest

CAPRONI CA.60

abova tha water! Then it .i|-=__ -
crunched back and sustained .L’& '= ———-i. 'llv{.l.
considerable damags, thus IIIH

ending the project. One
doubts very much whether it —_——— =
would ever have managed to

fly at all, let alone with

with a full 1load of 100

passengers.

Shortly after the end of the war, some Lancastrian airliners
(Lancaster bomber derivatives) were used as flying test beds for jet
angines. One of these, a Lancastrian C2 was employed to do rocket
assisted take-off trials. First using a German, Walter HWK device,
then with two De Havilland 'Sprite’ rocket motors - thus becoming
the first (and only?) alrcraft to be powered by rocket, Jjet and
piston engines at the same time.

r3

THE AIRSPEED AS-31
wWas a project conceived
in 1936, but never
built. It was to have
a Rolls Rovce "Merlin’
engine, a 33' span and
a length of 29 .
Patented by Airspead
and A.H, Tillman it was
an wnorthodox design
for an B qun fighter
with its fuel stored in
the wing. Tha wino
carriad the Merlin
engine at the +ront,
then two boDoms ran back
to support the
horizontal stabiliser.
in tha centre of which
was mounted the pilot's
cockpit. It would have had a striking appearance and may have had a
go0d turn of spsed — put those tail booms look awtul thin to sustain
many bumpy landinaqs or high=-g manoeuvres.

AIRSPEED A3S-~-3)

Another unorthodox machine which never took off bevond the
drawing board, was the Boulton-Paul P-100, Hitherto, B-f had
produced a number of particularly ugly biplane bombers, but the

P=100 was to have bewn a sleek

canard {tail-first) aircraft
shoved along by contra-rotating
airscrews in the tail. To

safequard the pilot froa getting
sliced by thea if he had to bail
out, the cockpit section was to
ba dropped away beneath the
aircraft. The Rolls—Royce
Griffon engine was to have
propelled it at around 33% sph.
Interestingly, many modern jet
fighters are now wusing this
canard layout,

BOULTON-PRUL P-100

As far as I can make cut, the Handlay-Page "Manx’ digd fly at
least once in 1942, but information 1s sparse. The Manx was a
twin-engined light
plane designed as
the prototype for a

haavy bomber .
Cesignad by Dr.
Lachmann, it
featured a
‘floating-nose’

aerofoil which
apparently worked
satisfactily, but

wWas naver proceeded
with,
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The Hawker Hurricane is one of the messorable monoolane
fighters of WW2 =-- but did vou know that it also had a bipl ana
version? The new monoplane +#ighters could outperform the old

biplanes in almost every wavy —— wxceot for the length of take-off
run. A snag which put short landing fislds out of bounds. To get
round this, tests

with a ‘slip wing’
were carrisd out.
first with a purposs
/& built aircraft, the
Bi-Mono. and then
wWith a modi fied
s Hurricane. AN xxtra
'ﬂi:> uppar wina {(without
’ ailerons) was bulltk,
/ plus a pair of ‘N’
struts to hold it in
place. Once wup to
helight, the extra
wing and struts wers
Jettisoned.
Flight trials proved the idea workable, but as so often happens the
scheme was overtaken by imsprovesents in engine power which achieved
the wame snd with none of the penalties —— such as where was the
jettisoned wing likely to come down?

HAWKER NORRICANS

BIPLANE

Parhaps not so so weird, but certainly wonderful is the first
jet asroplans. Ask anvbody who 1nvented the Jet, and they’ll
probably anawer Frank Whittle - whose first sngine powersd a Glowter
monocplane in the early davs of the war. This rather ignores the
fact that the Germans were already well along the way, and thelr
Me2462 twin jet fighter was operational weil before the Gloster
Meteor. Back pedalling through time dossn’t stop thers however, ax
before tha war, thae ltalians had flew a ducted fan aircraft, the
Caproni—-Campini which actually +#eatured an after-burner in the
tailpipe to increase thrust. They also built the Caproni Re2007 jet
fighter in 1944, Interesting as all these are, they are nowhere
near taking the title of world s first jet alrcraft.

To $#ind that, wea

have to go right back to ~
Henri Coanda, born in =
1887 produced his brain —
child. Admittedly, his
tiplane was not powered

by the modern type of

featured & ducted fan L, coanpA
driven by a S50hp Clergat TURSINE
engine. Sadly, the only

model crashad during takeofé and Coanda returned to more

19t0 ! That was when .
jet turblne, but %
conventional airscrews for futurs designs

REFERENCES, .

R.A.F. FLYING REVIEW Vol /VI1I No.9

AIRSPEED AIRCRAFT SINCE 1931 H.A.Tavlor Putnam

PRITISH AVIATION ‘OMINOUS SKIES® 1935-3% Harald Penrose H.M.5.0
THE GUINMNESS BDOK OF AIR FACTS & FEATS, Taylor. Taylor & Mundey
HISTORY OF AVIATION. Pt.39

Art

In

SF

I have a stack of
books on  Science Fiction
Are ranged alona my
baokshelves. but
surprisingly, few of them
say much {14+ anything)
about individual artists
or their techniques. The
preference seems to be ..

"The boom Fifties saw
garish covers depicting
thinly clad females’, ar

"Frank F. Paul was noted
far his machines and
aliens '. Some writer 's
such as Frewwn in his
100 Years of St
INlustration try ta

distance themzselves from

their subiject by making
waak Jokes - “Here we see the spaceman, (could it be Biggles
father?) being lifted hy a scarlet fire’'”, Such valueless
smidgins of misinfaormation are usually squeezed in hetwseen
shoals of otherwise excellent illustrations culled mainly from
the pulp magazines.

Sadly, very few of these books look at specific artists,
their techniques, or the changing demands aof the magazines and
their responses to same. One qood reason for this, is that
very little infarmation seems to be availahle alang thase

lines. Which is another way of saying that [ don't have any
1inside secrets to impart either. So what am 1 watfling about?
Simple, I just felt like airing a few highly personal

impressions of the work aof a limited number of artists, mainly
af those whose artwork has appeared in Astounding/Analog. The
jatter limitation stems from the fart that I have an almost
complete file af that magazine (anyone) care to sell me the
missing i1ssues for 19350-74 7).

t.ooking bact over those vyears, certain names spring
immediately to mind. Frank K Pauwl, Elli1o0t Dold, Marchianu,
Hans Wessolowski: (better known as Wesso '), Howard Browne,
Schneeman, Fintay, Cartier, Rogers and others. Hopefully, I
hope to write of some of these in future issues = 1§ my
phatography - photocapy - and printer can cope with
reproducing the artwork_

/5
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For openers. who better to  start with than FRANK FR.

PALUIL . (1BB4-1943), who was noted for his %ntricate machihes.
superb control of perspective and his weird, non—feroclous
aliens. Indeed, some of them looked almost cuddly' On the

ather hand, his human figures all tended to look very much
alike. HNot that he couldn’t draw them in any pose needed, but

his men were all rather podgy faced, middle ageq. wore
jodhpurs and looked rather like left-over ) extras fram
Metropolis. His (bosowmless) willowy, dark haired womeén were

usually dressed in straight, shapeless frocks, pr tasteful Iy
draped bedsheets similar to Greek sFyle ch;tonsT However
thanks to a thorough grounding in mechanical eng:negr:ng,‘uhen
it came to machinery, fantastic cities or strange 1nventlops,
there was nobody to touch bhis richly detailed pen and ink
wWor k.

Just look at that heading illustration done by him.. and
pear in mind that this drawing was first made into a
line-black and mass-reproduced onto pulp paper fnr_ the
magazine. The pulp page was than re—-photographed and printed
in the book from which I tock my own photograph. _Hy thtn was
then photocopied on to paper, pasted up alongside th*s text
and sent o#f to my printer. He did the necessary ta bring you
this copy of ERG. Despite all these_-quent;al and qua!xty
destroving steps, the illustration -t!ll remains a masterpiece
of imagination, grandeur and perspective.

Paul appears to have worked mainly wmith a fina—n?bhed
pen, a BGillott's 659 or similar. (1] the pccasional
illustration, 1 fancy I can find signs that bhe may have used
scraperboard .. but then ! shake my head and decldg that ?e
just used some process white to add detail to his
fantastically intricate pen and ink work. A_ master k?f
perspective and composition, he wWas never afraxd to Fac‘ e
even the most involved assignment, and this despite a k:ll:qg
wor k 1oad involving much of the gadgetry depicted 1in
Bernsback’'s -

other magazines on radio,

electrical NEWS , everyday
sCience, and BEVER a_
short-lived comic! He als=ao ;

appeared in Astounding for a
few issues in 1931,

1t may he Jjust a
personal fmeling, but
somehow, 1 never cared for
Paul 's cover paintings. The
intricacy was there, as was
the mastery of perspective.
but the colpurs were too
garish, though of caurse much
of that can be blamed on the
printing limitations of that
era. MNevertheless, they were
still striking affairs and
doubtless achieved their
object of catching the eye of
the bookstall browser.

a = 3
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STORMWARDEN Jannv wurts
Grafton #12.95
J TJo save his village.

Stormwarden. sorcerer

Anshiry, allows himself

v //!‘ to be imorisoned for a
8L =g /1) §§%¥ crime committed bv evil
K Z //y):,“k‘ e SOrcCeress Tathagres.

She seeks to {force him
tg release the frostwarg
creatures as part ot her
plan to gain ultimate
oomer and alao takes as
2 (N hostage and wWEapDn .

voung Emein and nis

sister Taen., Clashes o+t
sorcerers +follow, the frostwargs are released and are anly bound by
Anshiri ‘s sacrifice. A massive, I7Hpp and adiective-full fantasy of
magic, ambition and treachery. "Cycle OFf Fire' trilogy. Bk.1

THE VERTICAL FPLAME Fken Webster Grafton £3.99

Footprints appear on a kitchen wall. food containers are stacked
by an unsean hand, then a BB computer produces strange mMesSSages.
The author tells the factual account of gradually becomeing involwved
in communication with someone who lived four centuries ago. Frankly,
I don't believe a word of it - but i1if the paranormal and
time-spanning grab yvou, then wade in.

A WIND FROM BUKHARA M.J.Engh Grafton £3.99

In some inexplicable manner. Turkistan General Arslan bhas
established martial law 1n the USA and made his HQ 1n the small town
af Kraftsville. Employing rape and viclence, he starts his plan to
rebuild civilisation by creating thousands of isolated communes.
Schocl]l principal Bond is forced to assume the uneasy position aof
middleman and resistance leader as township and tyrant gradually
adjust to the new reality.

THE HEIR APFARENT Joel Rasenberg Grafton £3.50Q

Faurth aof the ‘Guardians Of The Flame® wherein several game plavers
are cast into a world where maogi1c warks and their games personas a“e
real. ¥arl! Cullirmane 15 now an Emperor, but his enlightened rule has
earned many enemies such as Ahrmin of the Slavers’ Guild. A lively
fantasy of dragons, telepathy and he#roic warriors.

JERICHD FALLS Christopher Hyde Headline £3.99
A truck crashes releasing bacterialogical weapon wirus GU% on the
emall town of Jericho Falls. A ruthless military cordon is thrown
around the town killing anyone trving to leave., Sheriff Jack Slater
declares martial law and seeks to save the town, a task complicated bwv
grafting town boss Luther Coyle who has secret contact with the Army.
A steady, relentless escalation of tension and death make this a
gripping, un-put—dawnsble novel .. and it will make a terrific film.

ON THE SEAS OF DESTINY Ru Emerson Headline £2.99

This third ‘Tale of Nedao’' see Ylia, Witch Gueen of Nedao again
facing the evil black mage Lyiadd. She lases her son, her powers and
taken prisoner. Her husband Baldan must face terribte perils and
powers to save her.
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EAR THBOWND Richard Matheson Robinsan £10.95

To make up after an affair. Dave Cooper takes his wife far a =second
nastalgic haneymoon 1n a lonelv beach cottage. Then the ghostt.
teauty Marianna arrives to seduce Dave wha 1=  alreadv havsina
difficuletv 1n maling lova to his witfe, Warninas bv local woman Grace.
Who tries Lo exdorcise the succubus, are ar libtla avari. the demoi:
love -mal LG  sSaps his 2neruvy widens the marital ri1¢t and anly drastic
action can dJdefeat Mari1anna —- for a time. A well-paced. gripping tle
of modern dav hauntinp and terror.

LASY SWORD OF FOWER David Gemmell teoend £3.59
Mow 10 paperback. Britain under King Uther ‘s rute 13 threatened b
the torces of evil sgrcerer Wotan who seels to became a DBlack Bad.
Foundliny Cormac (Uther 's logst sand joins with an ammprtal sorcerer to
L Foin, The gecue Andulfie, wi<2ida- F atirande cowW=srs. but Wata
2ala Uther 's souwl. A grioping S%5 sag: of bra.erv and magic

fwn Beaver juveniles, Books L and 2 of Legends OFf The Lane Walf" b
Joe Devar % JOhn Grant. at £2.5%0 each., Herewith jacket guotes..
ECLIPSE OF THE KAl “Vonotar the magician is aagry. his ambition
thwarted by the Bratherhood, he chooses to betray them and join farces
with the evil Darklard Zagarna. Thus the fate of the Kai, the warrior
elite. is sealed .. an epic fantasv saga”

THE _DAREK DDOR OFENS “In a devastating attack by the Darklord Zagarna.
the Xai1 Lords have besn wiped cut. Sole survivor 1s Si1ient Wolf who
knows he must avenge this terrible massacre. His only allies are
Banedon, an apprentice magician and a mysteripus being called Alvss.
He begins a desperate Journev ta warn King Ulnar of impending doom"

FAR_AS HUMAN EYE COULD SEE Isaac Asimov Grafton £3.99

_I? more superb essays +from the Magazine of Fantasy & Science
Fiction. They cover such diverse topics as missing elemants,
electricity (batteries. fuel cells, solar power etc), wvitamins,
vacuums. stars. oplanets, the end of the world and much mare - all in
Asimov 3 lucid. anecdotal stvle. Excellent. tnformative reading.

MORLOCE. NIGHT F.W.Jeter Grafton £2.99

A seguel” to "The Time Machine’' in which intelligent Merioecks have
captured the Traveller 's device and are ravaging London of 1892. ODr.
Ambrose (Merlin) recruits Edwin Hocler and a woman fraom the future to
aid in liberating a reincarnated King Arthur to combat them - and the

evil Dr . Mordennas, A fres-wheeling extrapelation blending SF  and
fantasv.
_ARHD o DREAMS James F Blavloch Graftan £3.50

lé-vear-old Skeezix finds a aiant sheoe on the sea shore, his friend
Jact sees a tiny man disquised as a mouse. There's a girant bkard,

migrating <crabs and the Carpival comes to town 1n a wandering,
dream—like fantasy vou'll love or hate.

HEAVEM CENMT Fiers Anthonwv N.E.L.£&6.9%

Sat in the magic land of Xanth, Good Magician Humfrev has wvanished
1n 3 cloud of Holy Smoke. Mine-vear-cld magictan. Prince Daich and
sleleton Marrow Done set out to fFind
him G a journey beset by harpiLes.
dragons, amor ous famales and
hazardous guns. I2d4 large~-sized
pages of adventure and humour. This
15 the lovely, anythtng-goes sort of
starv which should appeal equalls to
adults and children.
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THE nNEW ENCYCLOFEDIA OF
SCIENCE FICTION Ed. James Gunn Viking £17.95

Time to bring out the superlatives for this massive. S24pp.Rto,
slick paper volume. Crammed with articles, essays and information on
evervy aspect dear to the SF laver ‘s heart - and that includes fandom.
films, special effects, cosmology, the Golden Age, authors, stories,
robots etc. The contributor list alone takes B8 pages and reads like a
SF Hall 04 Fame. Profusely illustrated with photos, reproductions and
a colour section, this is one of those reference sources vou'll keep
turning to for factual information and idea stimulation. One wminor
quibble is the placing of the page numbers in the spine-crease. but
ignore them and use alphabetical location instead. A must for avery
true SF buff.

MIDNIGHT Dean R kKoontz Headline £12.95 (Paper £3.9%9)

Another biggy (438pp). A series of suspicinus deaths brings
together four people - Tessa Lockwond querving her sister’'s 'suicide’.
FBI man Sam Booker, eleven—-vear-old Chrissie {(too adult by far) and
crippled veteran, Harry Talbot. GBradually it emerges that the
shapa-changing ‘New People’ rasult of a warpsd experiment (just HOW
did it start?) are taking over and have sealed off the town. Ignore
the rather thin characters as vou get immersed in this gripping tale
of escalating horror in the small American town of Moonlight Cove. A
neat blend of fantasy and SF.

THE_COMING OF THE KING Nikolai Tolstoy Corgi £4.99

This 800+pp '‘First Book Of Merlin' sees Merlin relate his story.
midwife at his own birth, he i3 cast into the sea and lives as a fish
until rescued by Prince Elfin whose wife he saves from a fate worse
than death. He joins perilous games, gains great powers and becomes
the confidant of kings. A richly descriptive tale for fantasv lovers.

KINB OF THE MURGDS David Eddinos Corgi £3.99

In this 2nd Book of Malloreon, Garion and Ce'nedra seek their infant
son, kidnapped bv the evil Zandramas. A&ccompanied bv Prince Keldar.
plus sorcerers Belgarath and folgara they face dangerous caverns, the
Snake Q@ueen's swamps and the lands of the human-—-sacrificing Murgos as
events reach a confrontation the Child Of Light and Zandramas to save
humanity from the Forces of Darkness.

THE STAINLESS STEEL RAT SAVES THE WORLD Harry Harrison Bantam £2.50

Re-issue of the 1975 Sphere title (it was 4%5p then). Slippery Jim
Di Griz wreaks havoc up and dewn time as he pursues arch-villain, He
whose machinations have involved the Rat s wife and threaten the
world. The lightweight plot is saved by the high speed, {lowing
action and the nice touches of humour.

NIGHT SHADE Gloria Murphy Corgi £2.%9

Twelve years ago, widow Jen Sawyer was brutally raped whilst tending
her husband’'s grave. As a result of the assault, she bears twins, &
boy and & girl. Now twelvs years later, Seth the psychiatric rapist
returns, kidnaps he&r children and holds them hostage against Jen s
submission to him. A modern style horror tale of sex and sadism.

ARAMINTA STATION Jack Vance N.E.L. £3.50

The Yips are at the bottom of planet Cadwal’'s stratified society
which is administered from Araminta Station. When Glawal Cladduc’'s
girl Sessily vanishes, the trail leads to atempted rape, sundry crimes
and a Yip uprising. A hefty, satisfying novel crammed with Vance's
unigue names, places characters and customs. [f you missed it before,
don‘t miss this re—-issue at a much lower price - it’'s a bargain.
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ROBERYT E HOWARD'S WORLD OF HERDES Ed. M.Ashlev Robinson £3.95%

If you like invincible heroes overcoming insuperable odds, then vou
negd to look no further than this 10-story collection of Howard's
warriors. [n different, but strangely colourful lands, we meet Conan,
Niod, Kull, Bran Mak Morn, two Cormacs, Turlogh O'Brien, Solomon Kane,
Kirby 0’'Donnell and Francis X Gordon. All Conan cltones of course but
their weird adventures are no less exciting for all that. 400+ pages
of mighty sagas for only £3.95, how can you lose?

WITCH BEAST PBernard King Sphere £3.50

Something strange is happening in decaying Uptown, residents and
animals are falling under the spell of the other, the beast Shuck, as
it seeks to establish itself by growing into the body of Leader, a
huge Newfoundland dog. Feral dogs hunt his opponents and the only
opposition is from the off-beat scholar, Harker and an only hali
convinced DCI Wilson. A gripping horror—fantasy set in  pressnt-day
britain.

KNIGHTS OF DARK RENOWN David Gemmel]l Legend £5.95

The Knights of The Gabala fought for freedom and justice, but when
they were lured through a Gatgeway between worlds, they were changed.
How. Mananna, the coward they left behind must follow, free himself
from a helmet slowly killing him, and overthrow a tyrant ruler. A
fascinating wmix of assorted characters, warriors, SOrcerers in a
well-blended fdle of bonour and treachery make this 400pp trade-size pb
an excellent read. For once, a fantasy | really enjoyed!

FALLING FREE Lois McMaster Bujold Headline £3.50

In this former Analog serial, engineer bLeo Graf arrives at a space
station to find the Company using bio-engineered ‘'quaddies’ (four arms
and no legs) as slave labour - and preparing to ‘eliminate’ them. He
is soon enmeshed in a rescue scheme which increases in complexity as
he plans a space hi-jack. Buiold is one of the few writers still
turning out good space opera, and this is one of her best.

THE AWAKENERS Sheri S Tepper Corgi £3.9%

Humans and Thraish have an uneasy Contract whereby Thraish eat human
dead in exchange for making some humans immortal. Baatman Thrasne
sails the World River and meets Farma Don, a rebel Awakener whose Jjob
was to raise zombie workers and is now hunted by the aliens. Now in
paperback, a superb tale of a ‘loast’ human colony with an oautré
background and strange customs. A setting to egual the best of Jack
Vance. Recommnended.

AHE GLUMPS IN CONCERT

ON/ON BONNY BANX n;\
ONION BONNY BRACE

ON MAYoNNAISE HAVE SEEN
THE CLORY OF THYF
COMING OF vWhE LORD

0
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WE TWARE Rudv Rucker N.E.L., £2.530

A cvber-punk +Follow-up to ‘Sopftware’ where Lunar robots revolt
Now, they are grabbing bumans and replacing brain tissue wit!
programming units to create human/robot ‘meaties’. Each ‘Manchile’
seeks to perpetuate its species with the aid of any available female
‘Searcher’ 4and ex=-junkie Stahn stumbles on this in his search for th
missing Della Taze. An unusual yarn it you can handle the Jjargon.

NEXT AFTER_LUCIFER Paniel Rhodes N.E.L. E£3.30

When Professor McTell and his wife Linden rent a tourist wvilla v
the south of France, work to supply water to their swimming poo!
reieases the spirfof the sorcerer/Templar Guilhem ‘sesul oemil’. The
begins a trail of horror, apparitions, killings and madness before it
is finallv laid to rest. A fantasy of ancient forces loose in the
madern world.

ARTHUR C CLARKE'S CHRONICLES OF J.Fairlev, S.Welfare % A.C.Clarke
THE STRANGE AND MYSTERIOUS Grafton £5.%9

A collection of strange reports on animals, dinosaurs, feral cats.
archagclogical anomalies, Mazca lines, showers of fish and frogs, lake
monaters, fairies, fire walkers, phantom buildings, time slips ar
much more. There are two photo sections, one in colour. Plenty
‘eve witness' descriptions, but little hard &vidence - except wh
explaining the truth behind a report. Despite his name across th
cover. Mr, Clarke's contribution seemns limited to a o
inter-paragraph items. Otherwise, a fascinating compendium of tne
unusual , the inexplicable and a sprinkling of hoaxes.

FLIGHT FROM NEVERYON Samuel R Delanev Grafton £3.99

Third in the series set in the fantasy land of Nevervon. Se
(normal and ‘queer °), violence and drugs abound as the barrier
betwesn reality and Meveryon begin to break down. Mot mv kind o
fantasy, and I often wonder why fantasy lands are always so madiasvai
with taverns, horses, =words etc. However, if you're interested. the
last few pages tell vou how to avoid AIDs.

THE MEN IN THE JUNGLE MNorman Spinrad Grafton E£3.50

Sangre is a hell-planet ruled by tha sadistic members of th.
‘Brotherhood OfF Pain' who breed slaves for torture - and fooc.
aAsteroid-Pelt Dictator, Bart Frader flees a take over of his patch a
picks Sangre as a likely place for a revolution and thus give him
new Empire. He achieves this by being as bad as the Brotherhood usine
drugs and violence to gain his ends.
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NIBHT FEARS Ed. Clive Barker Headline £5.9%

Horror addicts get a feast in this large size, 13 story, 3 author
tkuontz, Bryant and McCammon} collection. Short tales alwavs have
more punch than lpng drawn out vyarns, and here you meet an alien
parasite, a metamorph. fanatic atheism, a werewal f, fraternity
tnitiation, witchcraft, possession, rape, monsters and pthers, all set
in the present - plus some PAuthor Notes and a goodly number ot
excellent atmosphere-setting illustrations. It's a king-size edition
of Weird Tales without the tedious Bothic verbosity. Recommended.

THE STORY OF THE STONE Barry Hughart Bantam £6.95

Set in a ‘China that never was’, this sequel to 'Bridge of Birds”’
tells of an evil Prince risen #ram the dead. Master Li and his brawny
assistant Number Ten Ox seek to lay the ghost and must find a stone of
power — apainst opposition by zombies, demons witches and other
perils. A5 detailed and slyly humorous as the Kai Lung tales, but
without their near—ippenetrable intricacy — happy reading.

DEMON LORD DF KARANDA Bantam £6.93

Book 3 of The Malloreen in which Garion, Belgarath and company
continue the hunt for their infant son, kidnapped by the sinister
fandramas in 'Guardians Of The West'. Captured by Zakath, Emperor of
Mallorea, they escape and follow a trail which brings them against the
mad LUrvon, dieciple of the evil god Torak and the Deman Lord Nakaz.
zandramas escapes again, but it beats me how the 'gopdies’ survive
against such fearful opponents .. but thay do, and if you're an =1.%1]
buff, this king size yarn gives you a whopping 377 pages.

THE DIVINE INVASIDN P.K.Dick Grafton £2.99

After the Crucifixien, God flmd the Earth and now returns to do
battle for the Universs. Dead and cryogenically suspended Herb Asher
dreams of his ‘'wife’' Doma dweller Rommy who is pregnant by Immaculate
Conception =o she can carry Bod’'s son to Earth. Dick shaws depth and
humour as events move to a €inal good/evil confrontation. This
re-issue of the 1982 Corgi pb is one of his best.

FANTASY _TALES.2 This second issue of the revived magazine bears a
striking cover and opens with a §&5 yarn by Ken Bulmer. Then come
tales of a prudish killer, an outre landiord, pain via telepathy, a
poem, and a demon’'s BRECApPE. There's some excellesnt artwork, a
iettercol and reviews by Mike Ashley. 9% a copy, or by direct sub
from Robinson Publishing, i1 Shepherd House, Shepherd St. London Wiy
7LD at {4 for 4 issues (and they throm in a free fantasy paperback).

DREAM DEMDN Anne Billson N.E.L.£2.30

Diana Markham has terrible nightmares and is sexually harrassed by a
pair of newemen. She is aided by hippy Jenny Hoffman, but a series of
strange events begins as reality and dreams merge — a photographer
vanishes, a book loses its pictures, there’'s a maggot—ridden doll and
other shocking events. This is the novelisation of a film script with
enough stock horrer gimmicks +or any fan of the genre.

TRADER 'S WORLD Charles Sheffield N.E.L. £2.99

In a future where Earth's boundaries are redrawn, foundliing
ex—'Hiver *, Michael Asparian begins his Trader training - with a
partner who hates him. He is also being manipulated by the super
computer Dadoy-0 as he undergoes sundry training mission gaining
status and experience. An expanded and combined version af the
author ‘s earlier Analog novelettes. Excellent hard core and even

petter reading than the originals.

CHANTRY GUILDP Gordon R Dickson Sophere £3.99

This addition ta the Dorsai cycle sees Hal Mavne (who was Donal
ﬁraeme) working on the satellite 'Final Encyclopedia‘’ in an affart to
interface with the Creative Universe. Earth is defended by the last
af the Dorsai in a losing battle against the forces of the Others, lec
by Bleys Ahrens. Hal finds a new cult which leads him ta his 'nal
Rather slower than earlier Dorsai novels, but still goad reading.q ’

TO THE VYANISHING POINT Alan Dean Foster Sphere £3.50

Frank‘ Sonderberg and family, pick up Mouse, a weird hitch-hiker
SHg claims toc be 4,000 years old and on  her way to ‘The Uanishin;
Pg:nt to save the dying Spinner of existence’s fabric, The traveller;
find themselves on an fantastic trip through strange surrowndings anc
dangers to aid Mause and return to reality. =ﬁ

ZENITH Ed. David S5 Garnett Sphere £3.50

A dazen ‘British’ stories {if you include Lisa Tuttle) naging
through aliens, a man becoming a world, time travel , parall;l rlds
future filming, futuristic witchcraft, past echoes and others. Hostl:
Speculative fiction® where stories fade away leaving you wonderin
what it was all about. Great, if that's what you like. £

POSSESSION Peter James Sphere £3.30

Simultaneously with his death in a car crash, Fabian Hightoser
appears fleatingly before his mother. Refusing to arcept death 11
begins to haunt her, his manifestations strengthening sappin; her
energy and threatening her sanity as events move tu' a dramatic
conclusion. A horror fantasy to rival those of Stephen King.

THE_HAN WHO NEVER MISSED Steve Perry Sphere E2.%9
kslckened by th? brutality, Trooper khadazi deserts, hanes his combat
skill and begins a oneman guerilla war against the Galactic

:?::r::ratiun in;lsting the planet Greaves. Striking far and wide he
I es a much larger force to stir bellion.
highly readable space opera. ik i My

SPELLFIRE Ed Gresnwonod Penguin £3.99
Angther in the ‘Forgotten Realas seri i i qhmoor
7 s sees Shandril of HMigh
seeking adventure. She finds it in the graotto of an under:raunn
:::si::eH::reRsh: must cantrol great magic ta defeat the evit creature
® Realms. Mediaeval fantas i i
Aark For CEEPEnETRAg T y with lashings of msonsters.

THE GENTLE BIANTS OF GANYMEDE Jaames P Hogan Grafton £2.99 L

: Znd  in the Giants trilogy sees Dr. Victor Hunt experinentigh w1 th
items fnund ahpard the ancient Ganymedan spacecraft. Then =z dam e;
5tarsh1p of the giants returns after 25 million years, but its :f!;
spa?klng through a super computer are reluctant to di;cuss certair
t?plES - there’'s also the problem of what killed their animals Taut

hi-tech, and gripping space opera. : -

SOURCERY Terry Pratchett Corgi £2.99

Ten year old Cain is the 8th. son of an Bth. son etc. of magicians
and as such is a Sourcerer! He takes gver the Magicians ‘Jnivers:t.
and threatens the very existence of Discworld (supparted on four
ElEphapts standing on a giant turtle.} Conina {(daughter of Cohen =he
g::barlaq) co-opts failed magician Rincewind and his mohile trurk.
ea 9929§F to save the day. Another hilarious, word-twisting Discworirc

ga 1T ¥Ou enjoyed the earlier ones, you‘ll lave this.
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THi KiWE OF SmOADS  and THE BULL AND THE SPEARR
Withael T"oorcock Graffon LZ.99 @ach
e 31 and 4 of the "Book 0f Corum’ Bk.J ends with °This ends the third and finail
20 54 Corue®. but Bk.4 follows. The tales deel with the adventures of Corus Jhaelen
.~s21. Princs of the Scarlet Robe. Juld tn scintillating - but to me. arratatino
aviie, Yopu |. love or loath thee depencyng on vour taste ia fiction,

2.¥ DEFERCE  Esther M Friesner Headline £2,99

e~ RMIndd Tayior and stepson, the elf prince Cassiodoren fled Elfhaae to live on
gEarth, Kelerison, Lord King of Elfhame swore he d hunt thea down and bring them back.
{1szovered. tre fugitives find themselves Zaught up in a struggle for the Elfin Throne,

B¥IDE OF THE SPEAR Kathleen Herbert Corgy £3.50 _ )
TeIYR Kihg Krthyr dead, the Northern tribes are at war, Urien of Cusbria seeks to
patry his scnt UWain to Princess Tadiu  and thus unite their tribes .. but she is
tesgoren to tne Old Gods who ctlaie her 25 theirs. Third Book in a trilogy preceded by
Grren 04 The Lghtning and Bhost [n Tha Suniight’

4 LEGEND OF HurA Richara & Kneak  Peayguin £3.99

TZIamB T oF INF Lragon Lance Heroes series set an the worid of Kynn and telling the
t12r1es of'bit  characters fras other OGragon Lance tales. This tiame, Legandary herg
o rides his Silver Draaon to & confrentation Detwsan the Quean nf Darkness and the
fsrces of Palssine, Gword and sorcery piuz knightly honour and treachery.

373EANMS DF SILVER AR.A,Salvators Fenguln E3.%9 .

Ietond Tn the (cewind OQale trilogy. Bruenor, Drizzt, Wuligar and Regis (dwarf,
certarian, haifling and am el#) seek Bruesor s birthplace. His daughter is kidnapped by
a* assastin 2nd the heroes encounter wmoasisrd, dwarves and wizards. A sword and
$irsery fantasy in the ‘Forgotten Realss’ series.

$I.DIERS DF PARADISE Paul Park  Graftgn £3,99

THE €1 ] warn is ruled by thp slite Starbridge casiy whose power rests :n
ry:193cn of ke and vioclence. Two of the #lite rabal against this, naix with t
tu2-husan  “Antinosial’ workers and +#2sent unrest = which brings the wrath of t
avgrlords,  An unugual faptasv, with overtoros of India and its untouchables.

cIAKSFELL  Xsharine Kerr  Braftop £3,99 )

3aCond in the Series set in in the alcurnate Llth, Century Celtic world aof Daverry.
Aradry  and <il! ai1ded dy the witard Mevyn. struggle to unite husans and elves - a1 goal
sczosed by the AnnMyn sorcerers dGainst § cackground of hoarses, swords, angd dark forcaes
== thert's 41§00 3 proaunciation guide D &1d you.

LiFE BURING WARTINE Lucius Shenard Fajasin £4.99 i

¥inaslTa, SiT9ey and Baylor are thres par-weary veterans in a Central faerican
zattla, Eacn has his own survival ritwzl and MNingella 1s alse troubled by his
s-mdacing ps1 powar aglan!t & cyberpunk bacejround of blosdy warfare and brutalitv., |
sezp to recill oart of this elsemhare - Joes anvone know 34 it 8 an sxpansien of an
rartier taie? Otherwisse, it's a hefty trade-size paperback nearing 400pp.

FIRE SWORD  Adrienne Martine-Barnes Heagline [3.99

T KEristorical fantazy 1n which Eleanor falis ill!lE and wakens in aeediaeval Englaad,
sxt on a4 gifferent tiaw track with a diffarent King and happeninges. The land 38 in
:c;ll;ht :; Dfrk:ass is overconing the Forces of Light. Eleanor sust cppose the evil
ard save the lano,

wiJE ¥OMAN'S TELLING Fay Saspson Heaelipne £2.99

EL-FH I T Taudhter Of Tintagel®', Set in ancignt CTornwal) where Christianity ane
Gark Forces are 1o copflict. this tells thi stary of Arther FPendragon's hali-sister
zecan = 3 girl as rough ind tough as any wan and the trickery of Herlyn.

S-ADONS DOF THE WAITE SUN Raymond Harris Headline £2.99
I HE ant  coaputer, Maqeat ia broken into its orbital cocaponsnts, thay becoee

tre worlds aof he Hypaethra where ritual and status hold sway. Then nobleaan Sares 1%

azzused of aurder and husband-seeking Risha (who loves hia) is sent by the 1maorial

cverbeing Volshev. to wreak vengeance, An excellant, sulti-layered space opera.
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